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VALE, ARIEL
This farewell to Ariel allows me to state part of my
philosophy of teaching· and to make plain some of a faculty's
obligation to its students outside the classroom. A faculty has
other duties, and ours has fulfilled these duties admirably: some
of us have taken students abroad and have guided and protected
them in a world unfamiliar to them; some have introduced them to
library resources in our own country and abroad; some have opened
to them the important world of conferences and have taught them
that they can play a part in that world by reading papers and
organizing and chairing sections; some have inspired them to
write articles for journals and have helped them to find
publishers. I have played some part in a few of these areas, but
my most important function, aside from these, has been my attempt
to reveal to students the important world of editing a journal,
for this world enables them to learn how to receive, evaluate and
accept or reject articles for Ariel, the journal I founded in the
late sixties with the able assistance of other faculty members in
our department. Those of our students who have served as Ariel's
editors and who have been members of its Editorial Board have
delighted me with their interest, their efficiency and their
innovativeness in learning how to find funds, how to advertise
the journal, how to make of it the success that it has become. I
have been gratified to see its articles listed in national and
international bibliographies. And I have been honored to have
been included across all these years in the planning and
development of one of the few graduate student scholarly journals
in this country. My association with Ariel and its student
creators has been one of my greatest joys, and I plan to continue
this joy even in retirement, far from a distance I hope that I
can observe and savor Ariel's continued success. I realize, of
course, that as Santa ~eresa wrote in her Letrilla, "todo se
pasa", and that my connections with Ariel will be among the parts
of my life which must pass away.
- -I leave this message and this challenge to those who carry
Ariel into the future : never doubt Ariel's importance to each of
you, to our department, to our University, and to our profession
itself. As I say "Farewell," I also say "Carry on!"
John E. Keller
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